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News from the Fernwood Community Association

Fernwood Through the Eyes of my Daughter
by Donna Sorensen

“Funky Fernwood,” as we like to call it -- though some shudder at the name
-- has a charm that I find attractive. With all of the renovations and rejuvenation
going on around the core of the village, I started thinking about what Fernwood
actually means to me. As I began to jot down my thoughts, my daughter Megan
walked in and asked what I was doing. So instead of sharing my ideas, here is how
Fernwood is seen through the eyes of our adventurous seven-year-old.
The Bee Garden and
the Hidden Pond. Take a
stroll down Chambers
Street, a little past the royal
streets (Empress, Queens,
and Princess)
and you will find
a garden full of
trees, bushes,
f l o w e r s ,
d i f f e r e n t
grasses, and
pathways. You
may know it as
the Spring
Donna Sorensen Ridge Common,
but to Megan, it
is simply “the Bee Garden.” In her preschool years, she would go
through this garden twice a week with her papa, on her way to
playgroup. Now she takes me there to explore and show me the hidden pond.
Rather than tell you exactly where the pond is, I will leave you to find it and perhaps
uncover other treasures of your own.
The Map. At the back (or is it the front? -- I never know) of George Jay
School, near the flag pole, there are basketball hoops and a Canadian map painted
on the cement. The
map was once vibrant
in color, but it is now
faded -- a sign of a
well used play area.
Over the years my
daughter has learned
the provinces by
walking over the map,
then riding her
tricycle, scooter, and
bicycle with training
wheels; now she has
graduated to a twowheel bike (“I'm doing
Donna Sorensen
it mom!
Look, no
trainers!”). She has some great ideas to get the whole school involved in
repainting the map, but for now she is content just to ride on it.
George Jay School. Then there is the school itself. It offers a principal
recognized nationally as outstanding in her field (she also knows all the kids by

name, and many parents too), a vice-principal/librarian who has written a book on
the history of George Jay, a toast club, lunch program, after-school fruit for the kids
who need/want it, awesome teachers, and countless activities. What's not to love
about this school? Okay, Megan is not too keen on math, but other than that she
says, “this school rocks!”
Acorns, Chestnuts, and Leaves -- oh my! I have lost count of how many
times the following conversation has been played out on the way home: “Mom, look
at all the acorns/chestnuts/leaves I have!” Me: “What are you going to do with all of
them?” “It's for my nature collection.” Me: “All right dear ... but not in the house;
nature stays in nature.” Thus we now have a giant collection of organic material on
our front porch. At least the porch is close to nature.
The Secret
Park. If you walk
up Bay Street
towards the
hospital, just
before you get to
the crosswalk at
Empress, on the
north side of the
street there is a
path that leads to
the “secret park.”
Mark Bateman If you walk too
fast, you might
just miss it. In the spring, the fence of the
path is covered with purple Wisteria
flowers. In the fall, the greenery remains,
but the flowers have now been replaced
by fuzzy seed pods. The park itself is
fairly simple, and not much to write about,
but there is a willow tree that is great for
Donna Sorensen
doing Tarzan swinging.
There are
many other things
Megan likes about
Fernwood: the spongy
feel of Stevenson Park
(go there, you'll
understand what I
mean), and the “cat
city” where we greet
our feline friends on the
way home from school.
Overall, she thinks this
is a pretty cool place to
live -- and I agree with
Mark Bateman
her completely! We
are happy to be a part of this “funky” neighbourhood and hope to stay here for years
to come.

If you appreciate beautiful works of art by
local women, you must step into...
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"Cry Freedom! and let slip the legs of woe"

GALLERY

Custom Contemporary Kilts
for Everyday Wear

ORIGINAL ART BY LOCAL WOMEN ARTISTS
BEADS AND GEMSTONES

2000 Fernwood Road

Phone: 361-3372

1311 Gladstone Ave., Victoria, BC V8R 1R9
(250) 386-KILT
www.freedomkilts.com
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Fernwood Community Association
Membership Form
If you live or work in the Fernwood area (boundaries Quadra,
Hillside, Fort, and Shelbourne), make your voice heard by joining
the Fernwood Community Association.

News from the Fernwood Community Association

February 1st 2007
Issued quarterly with a circulation of 6,000

Please accept/renew my membership in the
Fernwood Community Association:
Name_______________________________________________

Delivered free to every home in Fernwood

Address_____________________________________________

Fernwood Community Association (FCA)
1923 Fernwood Road, Victoria, BC V8T 2Y6
Telephone/Fax: 250-384-7441
Email - office@fernwoodvic.ca
Website - www.fernwoodvic.ca

Postal Code__________________________________________
Phone Number________________________________________

Office hours
Monday - Friday, 10 am - 1 pm

E-mail Address________________________________________

FCA Board of Directors:
Joanne Murray, Tony Sprackett, Jane Mackey, Stephanie Hill, Robbie Clarke,
Carlos Flores, Clayton Jevne, Ben Isitt, Brian J. Day, Melissa Moroz,
Don Peterson, Richard Olafson, Brian Woods.
Graphic design and typesetting by Mark and Jane Bateman
Editors: Joanne Murray, Brian J. Day, Ben Isitt, and Mark Bateman
The Fernwood News is a community newspaper, open to anyone wishing to share
information or offer an opinion of interest to the people of Fernwood. Opinions
expressed are those of individual writers and do not necessarily reflect the views of the
FCA or contributors. We gratefully acknowledge the support of the City of Victoria, our
advertisers, and the hard-working volunteers who help produce this newspaper.

Committee/Volunteer Interests____________________________
Sign-Up Date_________________________________________
Paid $5.00 (individual)_________$10.00 (family)____________
Mail to or drop off at: Fernwood Community Association,
1923 Fernwood Road, Victoria, B.C. V8T 2Y6

Committees of the Association When Property Rights Conflict
with the Right to Shelter
Land Use Committee. Chair: Stephanie Hill. Meets at 7:00 on the first
Wednesday of every month.
Safety Committee. Chair: Joanne Murray. Meets at 7:30 on the fourth
Monday of every month.
Building Committee. Chair: Robbie Clarke. Meets at 5:00 on the third
Thursday of every month.
Cultural Committee. Chair: Richard Olafson. Meets as required.
Communications Committee. Chair: Tony Sprackett. Meets at 7:00 on the
second Monday of every month.
Contact office@fernwoodvic.ca or 384-7441 for additional information.
The board of directors of the Fernwood Community Association meets at 7:00
on the second Wednesday of every month . The boardroom is at the back of
1923 Fernwood, at the top of the disability ramp. Parking is located at the
back of the building. The public is welcome. Please contact the office
beforehand if you wish to make a presentation.

Safety Committee Report
`The FCA's Safety Committee has been active and engaged in a number
of issues this past year. We submitted suggestions on pedestrian safety and traffic
flow to the City's Transportation Engineering Department when Victoria conducted
a review of traffic volume and patterns on Fernwood Road this past summer.
Keith Kreese of the Transportation Engineering department was
scheduled to speak about the review and answer questions about transportation
safety in November, but late November's blizzard delayed the forum until the new
year.
Keith will give a talk on Fernwood traffic at 7:30 on Monday, February 26 at
Little Fernwood Hall (1923 Fernwood Road). After his talk and questions, the
community is invited to discuss traffic and parking issues in Fernwood.
Have concerns? Have solutions? Please join us on February 26th for a
discussion on traffic and parking in Fernwood.

Happenings...
The Canadian Cancer Society is
looking for volunteers to help with their
annual door-to-door fund raising
campaign. Please contact
Chantal O'Brien (250)414-4251
or cobrien@bc.cancer.ca
Jerome Peacock, a realtor with Re/Max Camosun, has recently
opened an office at 1923 Fernwood Road. "I'm thrilled to be
moving into the heart of my favourite area of Victoria. I can better
serve my clients there, and the coffee downstairs at the
Cornerstone Cafe is fantastic," Jerome said. He can be reached at
250-888-0326. www.jeromepeacock.com.
Bob's Motor Electric, 511A David Street, 384-6824,
performed sterling service recently for the FCA. The office heating
system was giving trouble, whereupon Bob's stepped in and made
adjustments to the fan. Now we would like to offer Bob's a very
warm thankyou!

Victoria’s Homeless and Winnipeg’s Derelict Building Bylaw
By Ben Isitt
The private real-estate market does not provide adequate housing for lowincome people. As the cost of land escalates in Victoria, property owners -- people
like me -- can realize large capital gains, but a growing number of fellow citizens
are squeezed into substandard housing and onto the streets.
This is the reality of a neo-liberal economy where the right to hold property
supersedes many other rights. This reality was revealed on October 23, 2006,
when the Victoria Police Department used tear gas to evict a low-income man who
had occupied the three-decades vacant Janion Building on Store Street.
For years, civic leaders claimed they lacked the jurisdiction and resources
to provide adequate shelter for those in need. For years, the social costs of
homelessness spilled over into neighbourhoods like Fernwood. For years, civic
officials threw up their hands as the owner of the Janion Building allowed this
heritage property to decay.
But within hours of learning that Craig Ballantyne, a 41-year-old man
afflicted with terminal cancer, had occupied the Janion, the Victoria Police
Department acted with haste and force. Police used tear gas to evict Ballantyne,
gassing a large number of bystanders on the street below.
Your tax dollars paid for those tear gas canisters, and your tax dollars will
pay to replace them.
Was justice served in Victoria on October 23, 2006?
From the narrow standpoint of the owner’s right to hold and enjoy property,
the answer is yes. But from the broader standpoint of social justice -- the belief in
equality and human dignity -- the answer is no, I believe. Unfortunately, social
justice is less of a priority when tax dollars are allocated than the protection of
property rights.
In the City of Victoria, there is no legal protection for the right to shelter.
What Victoria can learn from Winnipeg?
In 2004, Winnipeg City Council passed By-law No. 35/2004. This
municipal legislation empowered the city to take title to derelict buildings like the
Janion Building. Frustrated by decaying neighbourhoods, the city of 600,000 took
action against negligent property owners.
Winnipeg By-law No. 35/2004 establishes a process to certify vacant
...continued on page 3...

Denise Savoie MP, Victoria
Serving the
neighbourhoods
of Victoria &
Oak Bay

Community Office: 970 Blanshard Street
Tel: 363-3600 Fax: 363-8422
Office Hours:
Tues, Thurs, Fri 10am-12:30pm & 1:30pm-5:00pm

Working for you in Victoria
Carole James, MLA
Victoria - Beacon Hill
1084 Fort Street
Phone: 250-952-4511
carole.james.mla@leg.bc.ca

Rob Fleming, MLA
Victoria - Hillside
1020 Hillside Avenue
Phone: 250 360 2023
rob.flemingmla@leg.bc.ca
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...When Property Rights Conflict With The Right To Shelter ...cont. from page 2...
properties as derelict. If the owner refuses repeated requests to maintain the
property to established standards, and is convicted of violating the bylaw, the city
can apply to the district registrar of titles to transfer ownership to the City. The
owner is entitled to no compensation.
To date, Winnipeg has not yet used this power to take title to vacant or
derelict buildings. However, in November 2006, the City threatened action against
15 property owners who had been convicted under the by-law. A strength of
Winnipeg By-law No. 35/2004 is its persuasive effect on property owners. The
threat of expropriation without compensation creates a major incentive for owners
to maintain their properties to a reasonable standard. The escalating costs of
applying for vacant building permits, as required under the by-law, similarly
persuades owners to maintain and use their properties.
Other benefits of the Winnipeg by-law include: (1) limiting the
unsightliness of vacant buildings on adjacent properties and neighbourhoods; (2)
maintaining safe conditions for firefighters, other civic officials, and members of
the public who come in contact with vacant properties; and (3) preventing the
decay of useable buildings by mandating minimum standards of maintenance and
upkeep.
Victoria would benefit from legislation along the lines of Winnipeg By-law
No. 35/2004. While the Winnipeg by-law required amendments to the Winnipeg
Charter, BC’s Local Government Act and Community Charter can be similarly
amended by the province. In the interim, Victoria City Council can pass a draft
Vacant and Derelict Buildings By-law to shift the onus onto the province.
Vacant and derelict building legislation reconciles private property rights
with broader, community interests. Winnipeg now has the legislative capacity to
take title to derelict buildings and open them for community uses including
housing. Proposals for redevelopment are part of the process of taking title in the
Winnipeg by-law.
In Victoria and neighbouring municipalities, citizens and elected officials
would be wise to incorporate such legislation into their housing strategy. Rather
than wait for low-income people like Craig Ballantyne to squat in derelict buildings,
provoking confrontation, city officials can be proactive and take action against
negligent property owners.
Proactive civic action can avoid needless conflict that pits low-income
people against police, squanders limited tax dollars on expensive counter-protest
gadgets and noxious tear gas, and puts law-enforcement officers in the
unenviable position of deploying force against the property-less poor in order to
protect the interests of derelict property owners.
A Vacant and Derelict Building By-law would be a step towards equality
and social justice for Victoria.

History Corner
1324 Balmoral (Previously 1324 Fisguard)
Designer/builder: David Herbert Bale
The original owner, Alice Amelia Boorman (c.1871-1918), lived here from
1910 with her widowed mother, Frances Jane (Robson) (1844-1924), until Alice's
sudden death after an operation to repair a ruptured ulcer. Alice was a needlework
specialist, teaching the subject at local schools. Frances came to Canada with her
family and husband William Scoones Boorman (c.1843-1909) from London,
England, in 1894. The family lived on Michigan Street in James Bay for nearly ten
years. William was a clerk at the Driard Hotel for several years before his death. He
had two houses built near this house in 1905, also designed by David Herbert Bale,
1328 and 1340 Balmoral (originally Alfred, then Fisguard), and a family tennis court
between the two, where 1334 Balmoral now stands. Son Albert Sidney Boorman
(1876-1947), a cabinetmaker with J. A. Sayward and then a box factory foreman
with Canadian Puget Sound Lumber Co., lived at 1328 with his wife Frances
“Fanny” (Oliver) (c.1888-?), whom he married in 1910. Alice lived at 1328 until 1324
was built; after Alice's death, Albert and Fanny lived in 1324 until the early 1920s.
Another son, Walter William (1871-1907), a bookkeeper with B. Williams & Co. (528
St. Charles, Rockland), lived at 1340 with his wife Marian Emelda “Mamie” (Guthro)
(c.1876-?), until his death from typhoid fever.
Laurence Woodward of A. J. Woodward and Sons, florists, lived here in
1924. By 1926, Samuel (1874-1956) and Olivia (Maker) (1873-1949) Gulliford were
the occupants. They lived here until 1956. The Gullifords emigrated from Cornwall,
England, to Canada in 1913. Samuel joined the City of Victoria Waterworks
Department and remained there until retiring in 1938. He was a member of the
Cornwall Association of Victoria and the A.O.F.

FACT BOX ON ENDING HOMELESSNESS
Ending homelessness is a big task, but one that Canada can certainly afford.
The country’s “Big Six” banks recorded profits of nearly $12-billion in 2005,
while the average salaries of Canadian CEO’s exceeded $9-million that year.
Our federal government, which once took an activist role in the provision of
housing, subsidized the oil and gas industry to the tune of $1.4 billion last
year. The problem is not a lack of funds. The problem is that Canada’s vast
resource and financial wealth by-passes a large number of Canadians, and
leaves them without adequate shelter.

Victoria: Vibrant City, Vibrant Neighbourhoods
1.

Greenways: "The Walkable, Bikeable City"
Monday, February 19, 7-9pm City Hall Ante Chambers
1 Centennial Square

How do we create a pedestrian friendly (walking, biking and non-motorized
transport) neighbourhoods connected to each other and our downtown? Hear
from Joe Daily, Manager of Resch, Planning and Design with the City of Victoria
and other local organizations and project administrators who are making this
happen. Share your ideas.

2.

Heritage: A Downtown Walkabout
Monday, April 16, 7pm City Hall Ante Chambers
1 Centennial Square

FREE ADMISSION Join others for a walk through Victoria's downtown core with John Adams, local
Everyone welcome
historian. This is a great opportunity to view Victoria differently and learn her
For further info.
contact Gail Price- secrets. Dessert afterwards, back at City Hall.
Douglas,Community
Development Planner.
City of Vctoria
3.
Community Connection and Creativity
361-0358

Wednesday, March 14, 7-9pm.
Cedar Hill Golf Course Clubhouse, 1400 Derby Road
Land Marks Lecture Series on Public Art:

Maeve and Angus Connorton have some fun, outside their house at 1324
Balmoral Road , recently designated Heritage property Photo: Mark Bateman
In 1956, the house was bought by next-door neighbours Frances “Bunny”
(Gosling) (1904-2002) and Barton Emmett “Bart” Alexander (1907-1981). Bunny's
widowed mother Helena Gosling had married Victoria architect and mayor John
Teague's son John Abington Teague in 1920. By 1932, they lived at 1530 Cook
Street and had taken in a boarder, truck driver Bart Alexander, whom Bunny had met
at a dance. Teague died in 1938, and by 1941 Helena, Bunny, and Bart had moved
to 1328 Balmoral. Bunny worked as an elevator operator in the Pemberton Block
for many years. She and Bart were married in the late 1940s, bought 1328 Balmoral
in 1950, then 1324 in 1956. Bunny continued to live here after Bart's death from a
heart attack due to severe Emphysema from breathing coal dust (he had retired as a
foreman of Kingham and Gillespie Coal Co. after driving coal trucks for fifty years).
She died at 97 in 2002, and the house was sold in January 2003.
Bart was the son of Thomas (1859-1926) and Corinthia (Pierre) (18681939), and grandson of Charles (1824-1913) and Nancy (Carter) Alexander (18341912). Charles and Nancy were black, born free in St. Louis, Missouri, where for
sixteen years Charles built, then ran, a gristmill. In the 1850s they travelled with
their two small children, four friends and a guide in a covered wagon drawn by four
bullocks across the continent to California, a journey of four months. After
searching unsuccessfully for gold, they came north on the Oregon from San
Francisco to Victoria in 1858, along with seven hundred other free black families
brought here as settlers by Governor James Douglas. They lived for several years
in a two-room log cabin on the site of the present Bay Building. After Charles had
some success at gold mining on the Fraser River, they bought land in the Shady
Creek area of South Saanich in 1861. There they were founding members of Shady
Creek Methodist Church, and Charles built the first church building. Son Thomas,
one of 12 children, was born in Victoria in 1859, and married Corinthia here in 1887.
He established a successful cartage firm with his sons, the youngest of whom was
Bart, and T. Alexander & Sons hauled the coal for Kingham and Gillespie Coal Co.
In 2003, 1324 Balmoral was purchased by Chad and Aleisha Connorton.
The Connorton's recently applied for and received Heritage status for the house.

Hear Jill p. weaving from Vancouver discuss their community based public art,
highlighting neighbourhood art projects, where artist and community have worked
together to create unique projects that express neighbourhood identity. Glen
Anderson, mosaic artist, will demonstrate his community based approach.

Wall’s Foodmarket
1279 Bay Street
595-5931

Fresh Fruit, Vegetables, Meat
Coffee, Subs & More

The Fernwood News would like to thank Jennifer Barr and the Victoria Heritage
Foundation for their assistance. Victoria's Heritage Neighbourhoods, Volume One
(Fernwood and Victoria West) is published by the Victoria Heritage Foundation, 2004.
Copies of this volume and Volume Two (James Bay) are available at local bookstores.

Hotline: 386-WORM
1216 North Park St.
Hours: 10-4 Wed-Sat
www.compost.bc.ca

• Workshops
• Demonstration Gardens

• School programs
• Composters for sale

Base Funding Provided by the Capital Regional
District and the City of Victoria

Fernwood
Auto
Complete Automotive
Repair Specialists
2320 Fernwood Road
Open 8 to 5 Monday thru Friday
Phone 385-4933
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Councillor’s Report Theatre Inconnu!
by Helen Hughes

By Clayton Jenve

Through this first Fernwood News of 2007, I wish
all of you a healthy and happy New Year! The
snow, rain, and wind of recent months have
caused considerable hardship for many people.
The City of Victoria inside and outside staff are to
be commended for all the hard work and
dedication they showed in assisting with problems
and preventing accidents from occurring. There
were considerable financial costs resulting from
such things as overtime payments, the removal
and replacement of vegetation, and associated
new plantings, all necessitated by the storms. In a
Report from the Parks Department, it is estimated
that over 1600 trees have been damaged and,
unfortunately, some had to be removed. Brush
piles in parks will remain until Parks staff can
Councilor Helen Hughes
attend with a chipper and dispose of them. Private
property owners can bring branches to Public
Works on Garbally Road on Saturdays from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. The cost is $3 per car
trunk and $6 per pick-up truck load.
The Residential Branch Pick-up Program in Fernwood will begin on
February 26.
The following “DO'S” apply to the program:
* Branches are to be loosely stacked with their cut ends facing the
same direction;
* Each resident will be allowed one branch pile limited to 4' x 4' x 6'.
Branches in excess of this volume will be left for resident to remove

left to right: Michael Shewchuk, Jason Stevens, Clayton Jevne
Theatre Inconnu presents:

The Caretaker by Harold Pinter
February 21 - March 10
at The Little Fernwood Hall, 1923 Fernwood Road

Having ended 2006 with sold-out performances of A Child's Christmas in Wales,
Theatre Inconnu looks forward to beginning 2007 with one of the most significant
plays in modern drama. Through a unique mix of comedy and suspense, The
Caretaker magnifies the dynamics of interpersonal power struggles. First
performed in 1960, this three-character play established Pinter as a major
playwright. Pinter is now an “elder statesman” in the stage and movie worlds, and
this production of The Caretaker will give audiences a chance to experience the
youthful and powerful writing that took the world of theatre by storm almost fifty
City Council and staff have worked hard to deal with the issues of years ago. This is powerful theatre at its best!
homelessness and will continue to do so. The community has also been
concerned about the fate of those who have no permanent housing. According to a The Caretaker is directed by Fernwood's own talented Graham McDonald (also
Report to Council by Inspector John Ducker and Sergeant Darren Laur, during the Executive Director of Shakespeare in the Summer). The strong cast consists of
period September 1 to October 15, 2006, the Victoria Police Department, the Theatre Inconnu Artistic Director Clayton Jevne (last seen as the Ambassador in
Theatre Inconnu's The Ambassador), Michael Shewchuk (Stachu in Theatre
Victoria Cool Aid Society, and the Church of St. John the Divine opened a
Inconnu's The Butcher's Apron), and Jason Steven's (Duncan and the Porter in
temporary emergency shelter to reduce the number of homeless people sleeping Shakespeare in the Summer's Macbeth).
on the streets of Victoria. They identified 315 people ranging in age from 14 to 71
years, approximately 30% of whom were from outside the CRD. During the
Show dates:
extreme cold, the City of Victoria organized shelters so that all who wished to be
Half price ($6) preview: Wednesday, February 21 at 8 p.m.
inside could be.
Then: Wednesday through Saturday evenings at 8 p.m. until March 10 (no
show on Friday, February 23).
There have been several planning decisions of interest to the residents of
There will also be one Saturday afternoon matinee on March 10 at 2 p.m.
Fernwood. A municipal heritage site at 1324 Balmoral Road has been designated.
Ticket prices: $12 regular, $10 seniors, students and unwaged.
The building is an existing 1910 home and has an interesting history.
The former Dunsmuir Shell Station at 1321 Yates Street has been rezoned to There will be a “pay-what-you-can” admission charge Wednesday, February 28.
permit the addition of a convenience store along with the existing gas bar.
Improvements to the sidewalk and boulevard will be undertaken. A covenant has FCA members in good standing can purchase Theatre Inconnu memberships for
been registered so that the operating hours are Sunday through Thursday, 6 a.m. to half price (only $10.00). Your membership will entitle you to receive a punch card
for two free admissions to any Inconnu show. Since regular admission is $12,
11 p.m., and Friday and Saturday, 6 a.m. to midnight.
this means you end up saving $14 by purchasing a membership. Although your
A variance to parking requirements for a 50 seat restaurant at 1307 - 1309 membership expires at the end of the year, your punch card has no expiry date.
.

The following “DON'T'S” apply to the program:
* Leaf drop-off is not available at the Beacon Hill Park Maintenance
Yard;
* Chop branches into pieces less than four feet long or put them into
bags or boxes or tie them with string or wire.

Gladstone Avenue has been granted.

Information and reservations: 360-0234 or www.theatreinconnu.com

A Development Variance Permit at 1223 Balmoral Road was passed on
December 14. The proposal is to raise the existing house to create a second suite
on the ground floor and to permit one surface parking space in the front yard.
An application has been made through which the existing house at 2251 Lydia
Street will be retained and two new houses added to the site. The applicant is
willing to designate the existing house as a protected heritage building. A hearing
will be held in the near future.
A “derelict building” will be restored at 2415 Quadra Street, creating 3
strata units. Council has now adopted a course of action to improve the City's
regulation of vacant and derelict properties. City Bylaw Officers and Fire and
Building Inspectors will adopt a system of proactive monitoring and enforcement for
properties identified as being vacant and derelict. This will address safety and
structural integrity issues and some nuisance issues as well as minimum heritage
building maintenance standards. This regulation will first require the City to draft a
resolution for consideration by the Union of B.C. Municipalities. This would enable
the City to directly address the aesthetic condition of buildings and to offset some of
the costs for monitoring and enforcement.
If you wish to speak to me about any of these or other subjects, I can be
Peace symbol at Congregation Emanu-El Cemetery, Fernwood Road. Photo: JEM
reached at 361-0217 (City Hall), 361-1291 (home), or at hhughes@victoria.ca

THE THIN EDGE OF THE WEDGE IS NOW....

JK
DO FORNO
CAFFE
LICENSED
Located in Historical Fernwood Village
1296 Gladstone Ave. Victoria BC

PIZZERIA
EAT IN/ TAKE OUT
250-386-8446

O’Bean’s

Irish Stews

Available at the Market on Yates
and Peppers in Cadboro Bay
O’Bean’s at the Oak Bay Junction
1609H Fort Street 598-8963

Common Sense Orthotics
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Fernwood Profile: Rob Fleming
by Susan Huntley Elderkin
Rob Fleming is popular in Fernwood, and not only because he has the
same name as one of Nick Hornsby's characters in High Fidelity. As a City
Councillor, he received plenty of local attention, but as Chair of the Select Standing
Committee on Public Accounts and as the Opposition Critic for Advanced
Education in the Legislature, he's consistently drawn media notice, too. In
Fernwood, his is the face that many folks hope represents a fresh perspective and
a renewed commitment to social justice.
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That perspective has been documented in both mainstream and
alternative media. During the past year, Rob has been repeatedly interviewed or
invited to comment on issues relevant to his public roles, particularly those related
to funding. He's been especially vocal about cuts to child-care funding and postsecondary education, but his position on the Standing Committee has clearly
provided him with unusual insight on a wide variety of funding matters. In
conversation, he repeats his concerns about accountability and regulation while
noting the value of (and the need to return to) cooperative models for things like
skills training and apprenticeship programs. He insists that BC's prosperity should
be reflected in the everyday lives of ordinary citizens and his public statements
over the past year reveal the diversity of his concerns:
“I'm really angry about the BC Government ringing in the New Year with an
announcement that will pass on 100% of the federal cuts to childcare funding. My
constituents have a really hard time finding a space for their kids, let alone being
able to afford it. For many, it costs too much to have both parents working and for
single parents it's devastating. The situation is just getting worse in Fernwood and
across Victoria as the fees further increase. This is costing Canada and BC in the
long run. Even conservative business groups are sounding the alarm about the
economic and social costs of Canada's poor support for early childhood education
and care.”
Recent amendments to child-care funding, which could have devastating
effects on many Fernwood families and the programs they depend on, are -- like
the cuts to post-secondary funding -- examples of the disconnect between the
surpluses projected by the government and the programs essential to lower- and
middle-income families. These are the themes reiterated by Rob Fleming and they
tell a story about his local popularity, which is more than a fondness for vicarious
celebrity. Rob represents us metaphorically, too, and validates local efforts to
revitalize our community. At the opening ceremony for the Fernwood Cornerstone
Project, for example, he applauded the “shared commitment to make positive
change,” a characteristic that relative newcomers to the neighbourhood frequently
note. He's been a consistent supporter of local initiatives and community
organizations. In some ways, then, Rob reflects this area back on itself, and the
image is cause for optimism. For many in the area, and maybe more widely, the
enthusiasm Rob has is infectious. As a neighbourhood where we dream big
dreams of social change, perhaps Fernwood, with residents like Rob Fleming, will
re-inspire others to become more involved in the political process.
As Rob says:“I think young people turn off politics because the world has
so many seemingly insurmountable problems. In North America, few young
people cast their ballots. That can change. Young voters delivered George Bush a
message in the November elections and he lost both houses. I think more youth
may vote -- hopefully for the NDP -- in the 2009 provincial election if we politicians
can inspire them by addressing global challenges like climate change, show a plan
for BC working families that makes advanced education opportunities accessible,
improve the value of services people receive and, very importantly, reduce the
unacceptable poverty that's grown in our communities.”

Photo: Mark Bateman

Winter sunshine casts long evening shadows on buildings in Fernwood Square

TUESDAYS!
BEER AND BURGER - 100% PREMIUM
PRIME RIB BURGER AND A PINT $7.95

The Fernwood Inn
1302 GLADSTONE

RESERVATIONS
412-2001
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Boarded Up: Thirty-One Units of Affordable Housing Lie Empty in Fernwood
by Members of the FCA Land Use Committee
Last spring, the Land Use Committee wrote an article that appeared in the rental housing that we have
Fernwood News about derelict and boarded-up buildings in Victoria. The article identified here, but the sentiment he
reported on the work being done by the Downtown Advisory Committee to address expresses surely applies to these
the issue.
units. These are buildings that
Since then, the Downtown Advisory Committee made a recommendation to City already have appropriate zoning
Council and, as you can see in and are accepted in the part of the
Helen Hughes's “Councillor's neighbourhood where they are
Report,” the City plans to pursue located. With an all-time low for
the issue. In December, City staff rental vacancy rates and the
prepared a report for City Council in number of rental units available for
response to the recommendations folks with the lowest of the low
made by the Downtown Advisory incomes, it is unfortunate that we
Committee.
The report, titled have any boarded-up residential
“Vacant and Derelict Property buildings at all.
1255 Pandora: boarded up for nearly two
Regulation,” is available to the
The Land Use Committee
years; number of units uncertain.
public through the Corporate and has an interest in this issue for a
Regulatory Services Department, number of reasons. We regularly come together with neighbours to review
City of Victoria. A representative proposals that mostly increase the density of our neighbourhood, many of them in
from the Fernwood Community the name of creating affordable housing. Unfortunately most of them do not result
1176 Yates: boarded up in November 2003; Association Land Use Committee in affordable rental housing and none target those on a limited fixed income.
spoke to Council about the report Occasionally we review proposals where a property has been allowed to
approved for 17 housekeeping units
and suggested
deteriorate to the point where neighbours are only too happy
that the report identify the number of currently approved
to increase density just to get an eyesore dealt with. We
units lost as a result of properties remaining derelict and
would suggest that this is not a healthy way for a
boarded up. The units in question are some of the most
neighbourhood to grow.
affordable in the City. Getting these thirty-one units
We applaud City Council for committing staff time to try to
reopened would be an important step towards addressing
resolve this thorny issue -- an issue that involves individual
the affordability issue championed by Mayor Lowe in his
property rights, and individual and collective responsibility.
December 2005 inaugural address when he noted that
Keeping a residence habitable may be the minimal price one
“Municipal government can, and should, play an active
has to pay for the benefits of holding land in Victoria. At the
role in providing affordable housing. We need to think
end of the day, we still have more than 31 units that remain
creatively. We need to look at various ways to leverage
boarded up while people in our community desperately need
our municipal tax dollars with other sources of funding to
a safe and sound affordable place to live.
increase our supply of affordable housing. Every citizen
How do you think the City should deal with this issue?
deserves a safe, dry place to call home. We do not always
Come share your thoughts with the Fernwood Community
have to build new! We need to utilize vacant space and
Association Land Use Committee. Meetings take place on
2321 Cook: boarded up September 2005; the first Wednesday of the month, starting at 7:30 p.m. at 1923
existing buildings to expand affordable housing units.”
approved for 7 suites and
When Mayor Lowe penned those words, he was
Fernwood Road (main hall). Everyone is welcome.
7 housekeeping rooms.
probably not thinking about the 31 units of boarded-up

Shifting into Zines (call out for local zines)
Shift wants to support local authors, poets, and artists who have
something to say! Have you ever independently published any of your own
media? Are you looking for a place to distribute it within the community? Fernwood
Shift now has a rack devoted entirely to independent media, and we're looking for
local submissions. Bring your work in for consignment, or stop by to see what
others in the area are writing about.

Shifting Fernwood (call out for workshops)

October 31 '06 by night: child vampire attacks Frieda Kahlo!

REDUCE,
REUSE, RECYCLE,
AND COMPOST

October 31 '06 by day: Glamourpusses on Fernwood Rd.

In early December Shift
organized a small Zine
workshop to teach some
students how to get
started with independent
media. Based on all of the
positive feedback, we
would like to continue to
work with individu a l /
groups within the
community to organize
other workshops in the
future. We're looking to
develop classes that will
promote empowerment
through do-it-yourself
education and activities. If
you have any ideas or
skills that you'd like to
share, then stop into Shift
in Fernwood Square and
talk with Jeremy. (You can
also visit our (under
construction) website and
use the form at the bottom
of the page to submit any
requests or ideas.

Fernwood Total Plastic Recycle
Pick-up
Bring all recyclable plastics to
Fernwood Community Centre
1240 Gladstone Ave.
2nd Saturday of
each month
10am-12pm
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The Pandora Arts Collective

by Pam Oliver

Hello Neighbours!
The Pandora Arts Collective has just celebrated its second anniversary as
members and tenants of the Fernwood Community Association -- and we are lovin'
it here! It was two years ago that we submitted a proposal to the FCA for ongoing
use of the main hall and a small studio at the back of the hall -- a wonderful addition
to our resources that has greatly helped us grow.
The Collective is a group of artists creating works together in a communal
atmosphere where we can support one another in our endeavours. We emphasize
the therapeutic value of art, and many of our members are mental and physical
health survivors.
We meet for a group drop-in Tuesdays and Thursdays from 12 noon to
3:30. Anyone is welcome to
drop by and check us out.
The small studio is also
available and can fit 2 to 3
artists at a time, but to use
that area on a day other than
a drop-in day you will need to
be a member and book a
time. Our memberships fees
are on a sliding scale of zero
to $10 per month -- whatever
you can afford -- and there are
no pre-requisites for
membership other than an
ability to be self-directed, to
come up with your own art
project (we have no
On December 21st 2006, Mr.Jack Layton, Federal “teachers” at the helm!), and
NDP leader, dropped in to Pandora Arts gallery to provide your own art
space. Mr. Layton is pictured being welcomed by supplies (we may be able to
artist Clive Beal. During the visit, Mr. Layton help out only a little with
purchased a picture painted by one of the artists supplies -- but we'll cheer you
on a lot!).

The Collective has also taken responsibility for the Little Fernwood
Gallery. Please take a look inside as you go past, or, if it's open, come in and look
around. The installations change every month. We focus on helping out emerging
artists. Currently we are presenting our “Bring In The New” collection of works by
one of our members and local residents, Clive Beal.
You can find out more about the Pandora Arts Collective Society by going
to our website at http://members.shaw.ca/arts_pacs or by calling us at 920-7227, if
you can't get through (the line has been a little flakey lately). Please call our
Executive Director at 744-1623.
We would like to thank the FCA -- particularly past and present members of
the Board of Directors, the Building Committee, and others closely associated with
these groups -- for all that it has done for us. Without the constant help and
generous support from all of you, our little group could not have accomplished what
we have.

Downed power lines
amid December
snowfall on Sayward,
contrast markedly
with this palm,
growing at a house
on Gladstone Ave.
and basking in
January sunshine.

Photo: MB

Photo: JEM

UPCOMING EVENTS

Composting Basics Workshops
Repeat workshops held once monthly.
Saturdays 11 am-1pm, Free! March 3, April 7
Workshop Series
Saturdays 2 – 4 pm
Compost Club Members: Receive your first 6 workshops free!
Additional workshops $13.50
Non-members: $15
Feb 3
Planning your Veggie Garden. Part 1:
Spring/Summer
Feb 24
Fruit Tree Grafting
March 3
Key Permaculture Plants for our Region
March 17
Cane Fruit Production
April 14
Anyone Can Grow Greens
April 21
Edible Landscaping
Compost Educator Volunteer Training Program
(must pre-register)
Cost: $100 deposit, $85 returned after 30 hour practicum. Please
contact the Centre for an application form ~ we look forward to
having you join our team!
March 9-11, 2007: Friday 6pm - 9pm; Saturday and Sunday:
10am - 5pm
Must apply for program. Application Deadline Feb. 28th
Please pre-register. 386-WORM (9676)
www.compost.bc.ca
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Free Victoria
A compendium of free services and activities around town

People's Law School Program Series:
The People's Law School in Vancouver and the Law Centre in Victoria have
professionals from the Greater Victoria area to present free classes on the
following legal topics. Don't forget to register!
Adult Guardianship and Representation Agreements. Nellie McClung Branch
Meeting Room, 3950 Cedar Hill. Thursday, February 8, 7:00-8:30 p.m. Preregister at 477-7111.
Marriage: Legal and Common Law. Esquimalt Branch Program Room, 1231
Esquimalt. Thursday, February 22, 7:00-8:30 p.m. Pre-register at 414-7198.
Writing Your Will. Juan de Fuca Branch Meeting Room, 1759 Island Hwy.
Thursday, March 15, 7:00-8:30 p.m. Pre-register at 391-0653.
Almost Free:
The Art Gallery of Greater Victoria, 1040 Moss Street. First Tuesday of every
month: admission by donation. February 6, March 6, April 3.

for the fact that you have less than 10 years residence in Canada, OR be receiving
BC Employment Assistance (60 years and older). Phone 387-4331 for bus pass.
$45 a year.
Accessible Transit Services. Community Travel Training is a free service to
orient seniors to use the transit service. Call 384-7723 for more information.
Free Internet and Computer Access:
Mondays,
Internet and Computer Access for Community Members:
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays from 9:15 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.; Wednesdays
between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. at Fernwood Community Centre and Day Care, 1240
Gladstone.
Internet and Computer Access at the Central Library, 735 Broughton. Surf the
Internet and check your e-mail at computer stations on both the first and second
floors, on a first-come, first-served basis.

Free For Children:
Book Clubs for Kids. Story Club: A junior book club for enthusiastic readers.
Listen to a story or two, talk about what you're reading now with other kids, and find
out about great new books at the library. For 6-8 year-olds. Please call 382-7241
to register. Central Library, 735 Broughton. Tuesdays, February 6, and March 6,
from 3:30-4:30 p.m.
Calling All Young Writers! Write and illustrate a story, then make your own book
to take home. All paper and art supplies provided. For ages 8-12. Esquimalt
Library, 1231 Esquimalt. Saturday February 24, from 1:00-3:00 p.m. Register
early at 414-7198. Emily Carr Library, 3500 Blanshard. Saturday, March 31, from
1:00-3:00 p.m. Registration begins March 10 at 475-6100.
Mother Goose. Fernwood Community Centre and Day Care, 1240 Gladstone.
Group experience for parents, caregivers, infants, toddlers, and young children,
teaching rhymes, songs, and stories. Free. Pre-Registration is required: 381-1552.
Community Day Parent-Run Family Group. Fernwood Community Centre and
Day Care Gym, 1240 Gladstone. Family directed and facilitated program. Free.
Mondays, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
Baby Time: Oak Bay Branch Public Library, 1442 Monterey. Songs, rhymes,
and fingerplays for babies. Drop-in, no registration required. Wednesdays,
February 21 & 28, March 7, 14, 21, & 28, from 10:30-11:00 a.m.
Baby Time: Central Library, 735 Broughton. Songs, rhymes and fingerplays
for babies. Drop-in, no registration required. Mondays, February 5 & 12, from
10:30-11:00 a.m.
Toddler Time: Oak Bay Library, 1442 Monterey. Stories, songs, and puppets for
toddlers (16-35 months) and caregiver. Drop-in, no registration required.
Wednesday, February 7, 14, 21, 28, March 28, from 10:30-11:00 am.
Preschool Storytime: Get Ready to Read! Stories, songs, and language play for
older preschoolers. A new skill will be introduced each week. For ages 3 ½-5.
Parents/caregivers encouraged to participate. Central Library, 735 Broughton.
Mondays, February 19-March 26, from 10:30-11:00 a.m. Pre-register 382-7241.
Family Storytime: GVPL Central Library, 735 Broughton. Stories, songs, and
puppets. Drop-in. Fridays, February 9, 16, 23, March 2, 9, 23, & 30, from
10:3011:00 a.m. (same time and dates at Oak Bay Library, 1442 Monterey).
Family Storytime: Esquimalt Library, 1231 Esquimalt. Stories, songs, and
puppets. Drop-in. Saturdays, February 3, 10, 17, 24, March 3, 10, 17, 24, & 31,
from 10:30-11:00 a.m. (same time and dates at Emily Carr Library, 3500
Blanshard).
Sunday Family Storytime: Emily Carr Library, 3500 Blanshard. Sundays,
February 4, 11, 18, & 25, from 1:30-2:00 a.m.

Free Computer Instruction:
Introduction to Computers: Part 1. Computers got you baffled? This hands-on
session is designed to introduce novices of all ages to the workings of computers.
Central Library, 735 Broughton. Wednesday, February 7, from 10:00-11:30 a.m.
Oak Bay Library, 1442 Monterey. Wednesday, March 21, from 2:30-4:00 p.m.

Almost Free:
Parent and Tot Playgroup. Fernwood Community Centre and Day Care gym,
1240 Gladstone. Every Tuesday and Thursday from 9:30-11:30 a.m. Socialize
with other parents while your child enjoys toys and playtime. Coffee, juice, and
snacks provided. $1 per family.

Free Employment Services to immigrants/new Canadians who seek work or
training: Victoria Immigrant and Refugee Centre Society, #305-535 Yates. Employment,
counselling, electronic resources centre, educational, and training opportunities, job
placement workshops. 361-9433, ext. 206.

Free Recreation:
Free Skate. Save-On-Foods Memorial Centre, 1925 Blanshard. Sunday,
February 4, from 3:00-4:30 p.m. Free Skate with the Salmon Kings! Passes
available at Crystal Pool in advance.
Valentine Friendship Skate, Sunday, February 18, from 3:00-4:30 p.m. Spring
Melt Skate. Sunday, March 25, 3:00-4:30 p.m.
Almost Free Skate. $2 donation towards Summer Camp Program, Sunday,
February 25, from 3:00-4:30 p.m.
Free Swim:
At Oak Bay Recreation Centre, 1975 Bee. Monday, February 19, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
At Crystal Pool and Fitness Centre, 2275 Quadra. Wednesday, February 7,
from 7:00-9:00 p.m., and on Wednesday, March 28, from 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Almost Free for Youth:
Teen Swim at Crystal Pool and Fitness Centre, 2275 Quadra. Every Friday,
from 9:00-10:00 p.m. Youth only (11-15 years). Cost $2.
Low Cost for Adults:
Indoor Soccer. Every Monday starting February 22, from 5:30-6:45 p.m.
Fernwood Community Centre Gym, 1240 Gladstone. Adults. Co-ed. 18+. Cost $3.
Floor Hockey. Every Tuesday and Thursday, 7:00-9:30 p.m. Fernwood
Community Centre Gym, 1240 Gladstone. Adults. Co-ed. 18+. Cost $4.
Not Free but a Good Deal:
B.C. BUS PASS PROGRAM. A bus pass is available for low-income seniors and
persons with disabilities, providing unlimited access on any BC Transit or Translink
Bus. To qualify for the BC Bus Pass Program, you must be receiving Federal Old
Age Security and Guaranteed Income Supplement (GIS), OR Spouses Allowance
to Old Age Security, OR be over 65 and would qualify for OAS and GIC if it weren't

Introduction to Computers: Part 2. Building on the skills you learned in
Introduction to Computers: Part 1, this course will teach you how to create,
manipulate, and store information. Central Library, 735 Broughton. Wednesday,
February 14, from 10:00-11:30 a.m.
Introduction to Searching the Internet. Learn the basics of surfing the
Worldwide Web. Central Library, 735 Broughton. Wednesday, March 14, 10:0011:30 a.m.
Google at Google. Learn how to search effectively for all kinds of information in
the many different applications of Google. Central Library, 735 Broughton.
Tuesday, March 6, 10:00-11:30 a.m., and Tuesday, March 29, 7:00-8:30 p.m.
Music, You, and the Library. Search for song lyrics, sheet music, radio stations,
CD reviews, and much more. Central Library, 735 Broughton. Saturday, March
31, from 2:00-3:30 p.m.
Emergency Preparedness Instruction:
Registration is mandatory. Please call Pam Delaney at 920-3373.
Basic Search and Rescue/Damage Assessment: Friday, February 9, from
6:30-9:00 p.m. Fairfield Community Association: OSC Room, 1330 Fairfield Road.
Participate in a search for casualties! Is your house safe after an earthquake?
Disaster First Aid (2 parts): Monday, February 19 (part 1) & Monday, February
26 (part 2), from 6:00-9:00 pm. James Bay New Horizons, 234 Menzies Street.
Please wear comfortable clothes and bring a blanket.
Individual and Family Preparedness: Monday, March 12, from 6:45-8:45 p.m.
Yates Street Fire Hall (use the Camosun Street entrance), 1234 Yates Street. You
may be on your own for up to 72 hours before outside help arrives.
Fire Extinguishment: Sunday, April 1, from 9:30-11:00am. Yates Street Fire Hall.
Meet out back. 1234 Yates Street. You actually get to put out a fire!
Free Legal and Social Services:
Free Legal Advice and Representation. The Law Centre, 1221 Broad (3rd floor),
provides legal help to eligible persons who have criminal, family, civil, human
rights, welfare, E.I, landlord, and tenant concerns. Call for an appointment at 3851212.

Free:
Love, Poetry and Chocolate! Meet Victoria's Poet Laureate, Carla Funk, along
with other Capital Verse poets who will read poetry about love (in all its guises).
There will be chocolates and coffee followed by an informal poetry-writing session
with the participating poets. You will have a poem written just for you, right on the
spot, or sent later -- as gifts. Central Library, 735 Broughton. Saturday, February
10, 2:00-4:00 p.m. Pre-register at 413-0389.
Trekking in Nepal. Join trekker Brian Dodsworth for stories, commentary, and
stunningly beautiful photographs taken from the “rooftop of the world” near Mt.
Everest. Brian has made five treks in the Himalayas and he will share his passion
for the geography and people of the area. Nellie McClung Library, 3950 Cedar Hill.
Thursday, March 1, from 7:00-8:30 p.m. Seating is limited, so pre-register at 4777111.
Free Seminars:
Living a Healthy Life with Chronic Conditions. This program is designed to give
people with chronic conditions such as arthritis, diabetes, heart disease, asthma,
fibromyalgia, and depression the skills and tools to help themselves manage the
everyday challenges of their chronic condition. The course is led by pairs of
volunteers with chronic health conditions to groups of between 10 to 12
participants. The course is not a “sit and listen” course; it is highly interactive, with
discussions, brainstorming, and problem-solving. It is not an exercise class.
Classes meet once a week for 2 hours for 6 weeks. For more information or to
register call toll free 1-800-902-3767 or e-mail mvdavies@dccnet.com. Course
seminar held at UVic's David Strong Building, room 114. Free to anyone ages 19
or over, open to all, whether or not you have a chronic condition. Friends, families,
neighbours, and spouses are welcome.
Do you have a free event you would like to see printed in the Fernwood
News? Please e-mail it to us at fernwoodnews@fernwoodvic.ca or drop
it off at the Fernwood Community Association office, 1923 Fernwood.

