November 2018 Update

Fernwood
In Your Neighbourhood
Cannabis Store City Approval Process
At their November 8 meeting, Council approved recommendations in a staff report providing information
about the provincial cannabis retail store licensing process. The report made recommendations for an
approval process including an invitation for comment to the neighbourhood association and owners and
occupiers of properties within 100 metres of a proposed retail location.

Fall Leaf Pickup
The City’s fall leaf cleanup will be coming through Fernwood November 18 and then again on December 16.
Get your bagged or loose leaves out on the boulevard by that date and they will removed. There are other
options and suggestions for recycling your leaves that you can find on the related City webpage.

Great Neighbourhood Grants
The fall neighbourhood matching grant program closed with two applications received from the Fernwood
neighbourhood during this intake period. These included:
 Solar Powered Aquaponics Pump – Compost Education Centre ($2,000)
 Christmas Carols and Light-up in Fernwood Square – Fernwood Community Association and Joseph
Scarfone ($980)
The City received a total of 27 grant applications which are now being reviewed and recommendations will
be submitted to Council for approval prior to the end of December.

Gladstone Lights
Through a 2017 Great Neighbourhood Grant, the Fernwood Neighbourhood Resource Group installed new
fastenings for the overhead lights on Gladstone near Fernwood Road. The project will ensure a longer life
and more resilient fastening for the lights over coming years.

Election Results
Election polls were busy on October 20 as large numbers of voters turned out to vote. The results were as
follows.
For the community question on exploring amalgamation with Saanich. Note that Saanich also supported
this question affirmatively.
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Fernwood
City Strategic Plan
Council has begun the process of developing a new Strategic Plan for the City. Over three consecutive
Tuesdays (November 6, 13, 20) Council will be reviewing the current plan and determining which new
objectives it will incorporate into its new four-year Strategic Plan. The draft plan will be approved by
Council on December 6 and the final document and city budget will be approved by the end of January.

Strengthening Community Participation
A neighbourhood association workshop was held at City Hall on October 13 from 10am to 3pm. The
workshop explored understanding the fundamental role of each neighbourhood association, volunteer
recruitment, sustaining a strong board and surveying neighbourhoods. Representatives from eight
neighbourhoods attended the workshop. Materials from the workshop will be circulated to all
neighbourhood associations in coming weeks.

Centennial Square Engagement
In September, a stakeholder working group participated in an “Ideas
Jam” workshop and open house event for improving Centennial
Square. Further comments were gathered through an online survey
in October. A draft action plan will now be developed for
consideration by Council in early 2019. For more information, visit
the project webpage www.victoria.ca/CentennialSquare.

Neighbourhood Updates
Monthly neighbourhood updates will now be posted on the City’s website on the neighbourhood
webpages.

Council Meetings
Thursday, November 1, 2018 was the inaugural meeting for the new Council. Committee of the Whole
meets November 8, 15 and 22 at 9am. Council meets on November 8 and 22 beginning at 6:30pm.
Residents can attend both meetings or watch them here.
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